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Jazz Aspen Snowmass recently announced its sixth annual “Share Your Voice” songwriting competition, which is open

to middle and high school students.

)..0 1S NOW accepting entries for original songs from any music genre. They must be received by March 1, 2026, with
winners being named in early April. One high school and one middle school winner will receive a cash prize of $500

each, while up to four honorable mention winners will receive a cash prize of $100 each.






Mack Bailey worked as a music therapist in the Aspen School District and Roaring Fork Valley for seven years in addition to starting the organization Music Therapy
Retreats. He will lead songwriting workshops for middle and high school students on Jan. 31 and Feb. 1 at the new Paul JAS Center.
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The finalists will be invited to perform their songs live in a concert at the new Paul JAS Center, which opens this
December in the Hyman Avenue pedestrian mall. Entries will be judged based on their music, lyrics, originality and
creativity. A group of professional musicians will serve as judges. Every submission will receive feedback from the

judges.

For more details on the contest and submission guidelines, visit jazzaspensnowmass.org/share-your-voice.

JAS also is presenting songwriting workshops at the new Paul JAS Center early next year. A middle school workshop

will be held Jan. 31 from 3-5 p.m. A high school workshop is scheduled for Feb. 1 from 3-5 p.m.

The workshops will be led by award-winning singer-songwriter and board-certified music therapist Mack Bailey, who
worked as a music therapist in the Aspen School District and Roaring Fork Valley for seven years in addition to starting

the organization Music Therapy Retreats, for which he serves as executive director.

“Mack’s unique blend of professional musicianship, clinical expertise and compassionate leadership makes him an
ideal facilitator for youth-centered creative workshops and we are thrilled to be able to partner with him on this new

initiative,” said JAS COO Andrea Beard in a news release.

2y has been a professional musician for decades. He wrote his first song when he was 16 and he remembers the

profound impact it had on him. He has done several songwriting workshops with high school students over the years.



“Songwriting is a great way for young people to express themselves, because it really requires that you focus on a
snapshot as opposed to being too wide open,” Bailey said in a recent interview. “I believe that it really does help
structure thought by the definition of having to keep it as a song and not be just chaotic noise. Songwriting creates a

real sense of pride because a lot of energy goes into it which is a lot better than being in front of a screen.”

Music Therapy Retreats works with veterans and other people who have

experienced trauma, including survivors of sex trafficking.

Bailey said he will share some insights on songwriting at the workshops,
from how to come up with the first line of a song to what makes a good

chorus.

“When I work with a group I tell them right up front, whatever line you
say, even if it does not get in the song, whatever you say could inspire )
Lana Bella Greengrass participated in the “Share Your

somebody else to say something a little bit different that does get in the Voice” songwriting competition in 2024. She plays guitar,

. . .1 e sings and writes songs for the band Mule.
song but that line would not have happened without you,” he said. “So
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there’s value to everybody in the room and working with other teaches

empathy.”

Bailey has played with John Denver and continues to perform in annual John Denver tribute concerts held locally and

elcewhere. He recently played in the Oct. 3 concert for Denver at the Wheeler Opera House.

“John is an example of simplicity in songwriting,” Bailey said. “Think of what he was able to do with 10 words: “Take

me home country roads, to the place I belong.”



Bailey noted that youths have a great example of a teenager in the Roaring Fork Valley who has proven to be a

phenomenal songwriter: Basalt’s Tristan Trincado.

“Tristan is so authentic,” he said. “I just feel comfortable when listening to him. His imagery is incredibly evocative,
you feel like you can really see what he’s singing about. He’s the complete package. You feel like you know him just by

watching him and listening to him.”

When asked what he hopes students take away from his workshops, he said, “One of my mantras is, ‘It’s not what you
get out of the music, it’s what the music gets out of you.” I want students to come and see what music can get out of

them. My greatest hope is that they’ll get motivated and inspired to really want to create and write a song.”

For more information on the contest, workshops and other JAS educational programming, visit

jazzaspensnowmass.org. Participation in the workshops is free, but space is limited.
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